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AnAcs 2. 4s 


mind: (welleth and is not right in him: 
But the tuft by hi farth ſhall line, 


HE nature of man beeing much 
more delighted to bee led then 
drawne, doth many times ſtub. 
bornely relilt aurhoritie when: to 
periwaſ1o it eaſily yeeldeth.her 
ypon the wifeſt Law-makers hauc 
A endevoured alwaies that thoſe 

lawes might ſeeme moſt reaſona- 
ble which they would haue moſt inviolably kept. A 
law {imply commaunding or forbidding is but dead in 
* compariſon of that which exprefleth the reaſon where 
fore it doth the one or the other , And ſurelie even in 


the Lawes of God, although that hee hath given com- :; 


_ = 
mandement be m it ſelfe a reaſon ſufhcient ro exact all 


obedience at the handes of men : yet a forcible induce- 


ment it is to obey with greater alacritic and cheereful- 
neſle of minde, when wee ſee plainely thatnorhing is 
impoſed more then we muſtneedes yeeld vnto, except 
we wilbz vntealonable , In a word, wharſoever we be 
eaught,be ir precept for diretion of our manners, or 
arucle for inftruttion of our faith, or document anie 
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(2) 
'way for information of our mindes, it then taketh root 
and abideth when wee conceiue not only what God 
dor: ſpeake,but why . Neither is it aſmall thing which 
we derogarte as well from the honor of his truth, as {15 
the comfort, ioy,& delight which we our (chices ſho11ld 
rake by it, when wee loolely {lide over his ſpeech as 
though ir were as our owne is , common)y vulgar and 
triviall: wheras he vttereth nothing bur ic hath befides 
the [ubſtance of doftrinedelivereda depth of wiſdome 
in the verie choile and frame of words to deliver it in: 
the reaſon whereof being not perceived but by greater 
intention of braine then ournice mindes for the moſt 
art can well awaic with, faine wee woulde bring the 
world ifwe might to thinke it but anecdleſle curiofity 
to rip vp anie thing further then extemporall readinefle 
of wit doeth ſerue ro reach vato » VWhichcourſe if 
here we did liſtro follow,we tight te] you that in the 
firſt branch of this ſentence God doth condemnethe 
Babilonians pride,andin the fecondrezch what happi- 
neſſe of ſtare ſhall grow to the righteousby the conlta- 
cic of their faith , notwichſtanding the troubles which 
now they ſuffer; and after certainenores of holefume 
inſtrution herevpon colleed , paſſe over without de» 
taining your mindes tnany turther removed fpeculatt- 
on, Buras 1 take it there is a difference betweene the 
ralke that beſeemeth Nurces amongſtchildren, & that 
which-men of capaciticand iudgementdoe or ſhoulde 
receiue inſtruction by. 

The minde of the Prophet being erected with that 
which hath beene hitherto ſpoken, receivcrh here tor 


ful ſatilfaction,a ſhort abridgement of that which is at- 
| tcrwards. 


terwards more particularly vnfolded . Wherefore as 
the queſtion betoreſ diputed. of doeth concernerwo 
ſorts of men,the wic kedflorithing as the Bay,, and the 
righteous like the withered grafle; the one tull of pride 
the other caſt downe with vtter diſcouragement:{o the 
anfivere which God doth make for reſolutio of doubts 
herevpon ariſen hath reference vnto both ſorts, & this 
preſent ſentence containing a briete abſtraGt ri:ercof, 
comprehendeth ſummarily as wel the feareful eltare of 
iniquity over-cxaltedas the hope laid vp for rightcoul- 
neſle oppreſt. In the former branch of which ſen- 
tence,let vs firit examin what this reftitude or ſtreight 
neſſe importeth which God denicth to be in the minde 
of the Babylonian. Allthings which Goddid create he 
made them at the ftr{t,true, good, andright. True,inre- 
ſpe& of correſpondence vnto that patrerne of their be- 
ing, which was eternally drawne in the counſel! of 
Gods foreknowledge; Good, in regarde of the vic and 
benefit which each thing yeeldeth vnto other;Right,by 
an apt conformitic of all partes with that. end which is 
outwardly propoſed for each thing to tend vato, Q- 
ther tings haue ends propoled,bur hauenort the facul- 
ticto know,iudge,and eſteeme of them, and therefore 
as they tend therevnto vnwittingly , fo likewiſe in the 
meanes whereby they acquire their appointed endes, 
they are by neceſſitie ſo helde, that they cannotdiverr 
from them - The ends why the heavens do moue , the 
| Heavens themfelues know nor, and their motions they 
cannot but continue. Only menin all their aftions 
know what it is which they ſecke for , neitherare they 
by any ſuch .neceſlitic tied naturally vato any certaine 
| A 3 deters 


s : 7 a 
__— 


ow y 


" V7 
. 
Phe OO ; 
" As ——_— 6 C-—=x.* 
gb ee re Ru 


yp 
L.- 


CATS 


4 # 
5". 


w 


, . £ 
** hs Ct acl Was a ol 


— DC  C—— — =. 


—_ 


_ placeofioy,immorta 


Y 


(4) 

determinate meane to obraine their ende by , but that 
they may,if they will,forfake it, And therefore in the 
whole world no creature but only man which hath the 
laſtend of his ations propoted asarecompence and 
reward : wherevnto his mind deretly bending it felfe, 
is tearmed right or ſtraight,otherwile pers crc. 

To make this fomewhat moreplaine, we muſt note, 
that as they which travell from city ro citty , enquire e- 
ver for the ſtraighreſt way , becauſe the ſtraighteſt is 
that which ſooneſt bringeth them vnro their journcies 
end: Sowe having here as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh no a- 
biding Citty,but _ alwaies intravell towardes that 

| Iry,andreſt, cannot bur in every 
of our deeds,words,an] thoughts,thinke that to be beſt 
which with moſt expedition leadeth vs therevnto , and 


* is fortharvery cauſercarmed righr. That Soveraigne 


good , which isthe eternall frmtion of all good,being 
ourlait and chicteſt felicitie,there is no deſperat deſpi- 
ſer of God and godlineſle living which doth not wiſh 
for. The difference betweene right and crooked minds, 
is in the meanes which the one orthe other do eſchew 
or follow.Certaine it is,that al particular things which 
arenaturally deſired in the world,as food, rayment,ho- 
nour,wealth,pleaſure,knowlzdge}, they ate {ubordina- 
ted in ſuch wile vnto that future good which we looke 
for in the world ro come, that even in them there licth 
a dire&t way tending tynro this. Otherwiſe wee muſt 
thinke that God making promiſes of good things ih 
this life,did ſeeke to pervert men &to lead them from 
cheirright minds, Whereis then the obliquitic of the 
mind of man?His mind is perverſe,cam , and crooked, 

| 170t 


not when it bendeth itſelfe vnto any of theſe things, 
but when itbendeth ſo, that it ſwarveth either to , 
righthand or tothe leftby exceſle or defe from that 
exact rule whereby humane aCtions are meaſured. 1 he 
rule to meaſure and judge them by is the law of God, 
For this cauſe the Prophet doth make fo often and (o 
earneſt ſute,O arret? me in the way of thy commandement 5: 
As longas] hauereſpet to thy Statuts Iam ſurenor 
to tread amiſle, Ynder the name of the Lawe wee muſt 
comprehend not only that which God hath written in 
tables and leaues , but that which nature alſo hath cn- 
graven in the hearts of men, Elſe how ſhall thoſe hea- 
then which nevet had bookes butheaven and carth ro 
looke vpon be convicted of perverſeneſſe?But theGen- 
tiles which had not the law in bookes,had , ſaith the A- 
oltle,the effec of the law written in their harts, 
Then ſecing that the heart of man is not right exaCt- 
ly vnleſlc itbe foundin all parts ſuch that God exami- 
ning and calling it vnto account with all ſeverity of 1i- 
or be notable once to charge it with declining or ſuar 
ving alide,(which abſolute perfeion when did God c- 
| yerfindintheſons of meer mortall men 2 Doth itnot 
follow that all lcſh muſt of neceſſity fall downe and 
confelle . wee are not duſtand aſhes but worſe, our 
minces from the higheſtro the loweſt are not right ? 
It not right , then vndoubredly not capable of that 
bleſſednes which wee naturally ſeeke , bur ſubie& vn- 
ro that which wee maſt abhorre, anguiſh, tribulation, 
death,woe, endleſle miſery. For whatſocuer miſſeth 
-the waic of life, the iſſue thereofcannor bee burperditi- 


on, By which rcaſonall being wrapped vp inlinne, 
and _. 


(6) 

and made thereby the children ofdearh, the mindes of 
all men being plainelyconvited not robe right: ſhall 
we thinke that God hath inducd them with ſo many ex 
cellencies,mo not only then any , but then all the crea. 
| ares in the world beſides, to leave them in ſuch eſtate 
: that they had beene happier if they had never beene? 
1M He:ecommeth neceflarily in anew waie vnto falvati- 
wh on,ſo that they which were in the other perverſe , may 
4 in this be found ſtraight andrighteous . Thar the way 
of nature,this the way of grace, The end of that waic 
ſalvation merited preſuppoling the righteouſneſſe of 
mens works,their righteonſneſlea narurall habilitic to 
do them,that habilitie the goodnes of God which crea-. 
ted them inſuch perfeftion , Bur the end of this way 
ſalvation beſtowed vpon men as a gitte prefuppoſing 
not their righteopinelſe, but rhe forgineneſſe of their 
vnrighteoulneſle, iaſttficaiion; rheir juſtification nor 
theirnaturall habilitie ro do good, but their hearty ſor- 
row fornotdoing,% vntained beliefe in him for whoſe 
ſake not doers are accepted, which is their vocariong 
- their vocation the cle&tion of God raking them our 
4 fromthe number of loſt children ; their cle&tion a me\ 
diarorin whom to be elect;this mediation inexplicable 

©, mercie,his mercie their miſerie,for whom he vouchſa- 
fed ro make himlelfe a mediaror. The want of exa&t 

diſtinguiſhingberween thelerwo waies,and obſervit 

if what they have common, what peculiar, hath been the 
wn cauſe of the greatelt part of raat contufion whereof 
Nt chriſtianity arthis day laboureth., The lacke of diji- 
ence in ſearching, laying downe, and invring mens 
minds with thoſe hidden grounds of reaſon , wherevp- 
on 
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onthe leaſt particulars in each of theſe are moſt firme- 
ly andſtrongly buiided, is the only reafor'of all thoſe 
(cruples and vncertainties wherewich wee are in ſuch 
ſort intigled that a number defpaire of ever diſcerning 
what is right or wrong 1n any thing.Burt we will let this 
matrer reſt wheremto wee ſtepped to ſearch out a way 
how ſome minds may be and are right truly even inthe 
ſight of God,though they befimplic in themlclues not 
righr, | | 

" Howbeit there is not only this difference berweene 
the iuſt and impious,that the mind of the' one is right 
in rhe ſight of God becaufe his obliquirie is npurcd, 


the other perverfcbecaule his finne 1s vnrepented of: 
but evenas lmesthar are drawn with a trembling hand,” 
bur yetto rhe point which they ſhould , arc thought 


ragged andyneven,neverthele{fe cire& in compariſon 
of them which run cleane another way; ſo there isno 
incongrunte in tearming them right minded men,who 


though God way charge with many things amiſle, yer 


they are notas thoſe hideous and ou gly monſters, in 
whombecauſe there is norhing bur wilfull oppoſition 
of mind again{t God,amorerthen tolerable detormitic 
is noted inthem by ſavitio that their mindes are not 
right. The Angell of the Church of T hyatiza vnto who 
the ſonneofGod ſendeth this greeting;/ know thy works 
and thy lone,andſervice,tnd fxith:Notwithlanding I haut 
a few things agammſtthee, was notas he vnto whom $*t 
Perer,Thou haſt no fellowſhip in this buſineſſe, for thy heave 
i net right in the [izht of God.$o that whereas the order 
lydifpofitis of the mind of man ſhould be this , pertur- 
bations andſcnſuall apperites all kept in aw by a mode- 
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(5) 
rate and ſober will; will in all things fram-d by reaſon; 
reaſon Cirected by the Jaw'of God and nature; this k4- 
bylon:an had I.is mind as it were curned vplide downe, 
In him vnreaſonable cecitic and blindnelle trampled al 
 lawesbothol Godandnarture v:der feet; wiltulneſle 
tyrannized over reaſon, & brutiſh ſenlualitte over will, 
An evident token that his outrage would worke his 0- 
verthrow and procurchis ſpcedie ruine. The mother 
whereof was that which the Prophet in thele wordes 
fignitieth ; His mindderh ſwell, 

lmmoderate ſwelling ,. a token of veric eminene 
breach ,and of incvitable deſtruction ; Pride , a vice 
which cleaveth fo faſt vnto the hearts of men that it we 
were to trippe our ſclues of all taultes one by one,wee 


' ſhould yndoubtedly tinde it the very lalt and hardeſt to 
x put of. But J am notherexo touch the ſecreturching 
# | humor of vanitic wherewith men are generally touch- 
of * . ed Itwasathing more then meanely inordinat where- 


= with the Babylonian did ſwell. VV hich that we may both 
I; | the better conceaue,and the morecalily reape prohte 
_ by the nature of this vice which fettcth the whole 
4 world out of courſe,and hath put ſo many even of the 
= wiſeſt beſides themilelues,is firſt ot all tobe inquired in- 
= to;ſecodly the dangers to be diſcovered, which it draw- 
eth inevitable afterit,bcing aotcured;and laſt of althe 
WaiCcStOCUTreit, | 
| | Whether we looke vpon the gifts of nature, orof 
| grace,or whatſoever is1n the worlde admiredas a part 
| of mans excellency,adorning his body, beutifying his 
mind,or externally any way commending him in the 


accouut and opinion of men , Were 15 kn every kinde 
| fome- 


| 
| 
' 
| 
; 
| 
| 


| (9) 
ſomewhat poſſible which no man hath, and ſomewhat 
had which few men can atraine vato, By occafi6 wher- 
of there groweth diſparagement necefſlarily ; and by 
occaſion of diſparagement , pride through mens igno - 
rance.Firſt therfore alchough men be nor proud ot any 
thing which 1 is not at the leaſt in opinion good, yet c- 
very good thing they arenor proud oft,bur only of that 
which neither is common vnto many and being deſired 
ofall.cauſeth them which haue ir to be honored aboue 
the reſt. Now there isno man lo void oft braine, as to 
{uppole that pride confiſteth in the bare poſleſſion of 
ſuch things;for then co hane vertue were a vice, and 
they ſhould be the happieſt men who are moſt wret- 
ched,becauſe rhey haue leaſt of that which they would 
hane. And though in ſpeech wee doc intimateakind of 
vaniticto be in them of whom we ſay,Thry are wiſe m# 
and they now it,yer this doth not prouc thatevery wiſe 
man is proud which dothnot thinke himſelfe ro bee 
blockiſh. hat we may haue and knoiwe that we haue 
it without offence, doe wee then make offenfiue when 
wetake ioy anddelight in having it? What difference 
hetweene men enriched with all abundance of carchly 
and heavenly bleſſings , and Idols gorgeouſly atrired, 
but this,the one takes pleaſure in that which they hane, the 
other none? If we may be poſſelt with beautic ſtrength, 
riches,power,knowledge,if we may be privie what we 
are every way,it glad and ioyfull for our owne welfare 
and in all this remaine vnblameable,nevertheleſſe ſome 
there are who granting thus much , doubt whether ir 
may ſtand with humilitie to except thoſe teſtimonies 
of praiſe and commendation, thoſetitles, roomes, and 
. B 2 other 
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(ro) | 
| other honours which the worlde yeeldeth as acknow- ' 
| 'Þ | ledgeinents of fome mens excellencie -abouc oonee 
" Sf Forinasmuch as Chriſthath ſaid vato rho{e that are 
his 3 The kings of the Gentiles rarigne over them , anathcy 
that be rerale over them are called gratoms Loras : Bre yes 
# nt /o;, The Anabaprifit herevpon vrgeth equalitic 2+ 
' monegſt Thriſtiqns,as if all exerciſe of authoritie were 

. nothing clic but heatheniſh pride.Onr Lord and fay:- 
i | our hadno ſuch meaning. Bur his Drlciples teeding the 
ſel}nes with avaine imagination for thetime , that the 
, Mcſitas'ot che world ſhouldin leruſals erect his thron, 
i | | ,  andexerci{e dominion with great pope and outward 
4 | ſtatelinefle;advanced in honour and terrene power as / 
= | boue all the Princes of che earth, began to thinke how 
| 
bo 


with their Lords condition, their owne would allo xilc. 
x that having left and forſaken all tro follow him , thcis 
8 place about him ſhould notbe meane: & becauſe they | 
He | were many it troubled them muc!- which of th ſhould 
i be the greateſ} man. VVhen ute was wade for two by 
F | name,char ofthem one might (it at his right hand and 
+  - theotherachis left,thereſt began roltoimacke, ach ta» 


Þ king it grievouſ]y that any ſhould haue what all Cid af- | 
| fed. Their Lord and Maſter to corre& this humor tur. 


| | nettrYaſtde their cogitations from theſe vaine and tanſ1i- 
fall conceits , giving them plainely ro vnderſtand that 
they did but deceaue themſelues. His coniming was 
not to purchaſe an earthly but to beſtowe an heavenly 
| kingdome,wherein they(if any)ſhalbe greateſt wheme 
'  vntaiſedhumilitie maketh in this world loweſt, & leaſt 
amongſt others: Tee are they which haue continued with 


we in my ten;ptations therefore 1leaue YO Y0M' king® 
anne 


, 


ET — —— 
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dome as my father hith appointed me ,that yeemayente and 
arinke at ny table in my tingdome.gh (it on ſeats, & indge 1 vin, 
ne Feelgetrives of I!ra {/, But my kingdome i 15no ſuch 
kingdome as yee dreame of. And celine theſe hun- 
gry amnbitous contentions arc leemlier in heathens the 
inyou, Wherefore trom Chrilts intent and purpoſe 
nothing further removed then dillke of diſtinctions in 
titles and ca/lings annexed for orders ſake vntq-2utho- 
ritic, whether it be Ecclcſtaſticall or civil. And whe wee 
haue examined throughly whacthe nature of this vice 
15 no man knowing ir.can he fo (1; nple as not to ſee an 
vglie: ſhape the reot apparent many times in reiefting 
honours offcred,then in the very exacting of them ar 
the hands of men. For as /44zs his care tor the PooOre 
was meere covetoulneſic,and that franckhearted walt- 
fulneſſe {poken of in the Golpell, thrift 5 fo there is 
no doubr but that going in ragges may bee pride, and 
thrones be challenged with vufained humiliti:, 

Ve muſt yoc further therefore and enter ſomwhat 
deepe r before we can come to the cloſer wherein this 
povyſon lyeth. There is1n the heart of every proud man, 
ficit an ercour of vnderſtanding: a vaine opinion where 
by he thinketh his owne exccllencic,, and by reaſon 
thereot,his worthineſſe of eſtimation,regard, and ho- 
nour,to be greater then in truth 1t41s. This maketh him 
in all his affections accordingly to raife vp himlſelfe , & 
by his inward aftetions- his outward acts arc faſhio» 
ned. hich it you liſt to haue exemplified, you may et 
therbycalling co mindehings ſpoken of them whom 
Go hinſelfehathin Scripture {pecially. noted with 
E115 taalr,or Dy prelcarting 12 to: your {ecret cogitations 
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(r2) 
that which yon daily behold in the odions lines & man 
ners of high mlded men.It were too long to gather 
rogetherto plentitull an harveſt of examples in this 
kind as the facred Scripture aftorderh. That which wee 
drinke in at our eares dothnot {0 percingly enter, as 
that which the mind doth conceaueby fight. 1s there 
any thing written concerning the A//yr/an Monarch in 
the 10.0t Eſay,of his ſwelling mind, his hawtic lookes, 
his great and prefumprtuous vaunts;By the power of mine 
owne hand I haue done all things ,and by mine owne wiſdome 
I haue (ubdued the world ? Any thing concerning the 
dames of Sion inthe third of the Prophet E/ay,of their 
ſtretched out neckes,their immodeſt eies , their page- 
antlike,ſtately,and pompous gare ? Any thing concer- 
ning the praQtiſes of Corah,Dathan,and Abiram;ot their 
impatience to liue in ſubieion, their mutintes, repi« 
ning at lawfull authoritie, their grudging againſt their 
ſuperiours Ecclefiaſticall and Civil? Any thing concer- 
ning pride inany ſort or ſe&t which the preſent face of 
the world doth not as in aglaſle repreſent to the viewe 
of all mens beholding ? So that if bookes , bothpro- 
phane and holy,were all loſt,as long as the manners of 
men retaine the ſtate they are in:for him which obſer- 
veth how that when men haue once conceaved an 0- 
verweaning of themſelues it maketh them 1n all their 
afteions to ſwell how deadly their hatred, how heavy 
their diſpleaſnre,how vnappcaſeable their indignation 
and wrarh is aboue other mens, in what manner they 
compoſe themſelues robe as Heteroclrtes without the 
compaſle of all ſuch rules as common ſort are meſured 


by; how the oaches which religious hearts do tremble 
at, 


- 


—— 


(13) 

at they affc&t as principall graces of ſpeech; what feli- 
citic they take t9 lee the enormitie of their crimes a+ 
boue che reach of lawes and puniſhments; how muc h 


it delighteth them when they arc able to appale with * 


the cloudineſle of their looke; how far they excced the 
tcarmes wherewith mans nature ſhould bee limited; 
how high they beare their heades over others , howe 
they browbcat al men which doenot receaue theirſen- 
tences as oracles with marvelous applaule and appro- 
bation; how they looke yvponno man but with an in- 
direc countenance , nor heare any thing ſaving theix 
owne praiſe with pattence,nor ſpeake without ſcorne- 
fulneſle and difdaine ; howtheyvſe their ſervants as if 
they were beaſts.their inferiours as ſervats,their equals 
as inferiours,and as tor ſuperiours acknowledge none 
how they admire themſclues as vencrable , puilſant, 
wile,circumſpcA,provident,every way great,taking all 
men beſides theml(clues for ciphers,poore,inglorious, 
filly creatures,necdlclle burthevs of the earth, ofscou- 
rings nothing:in a word for him which marketh hows 
irregular and exorbitant they are in all things, it can be 
no hard thing hereby to gather,that piide is nothing 
Wir an inordinateclation of the minde proceeding tro 
a falle conceit of mens excellencie in things hoyored, 
which accordingly framerh allo their deeds and bchas 
viour vnleſſe there bee cunning ro conceale it. For a 
foule {carre may be covered witha faire cloath. And as 
proud as | uciter,may be in outward appearance lowly, 
No man expecteth grapes of thiſtles : nor from a 
thing of ſo bad a nature canvther then ſyrable fcuites 
belooked tor.VWhat harme ſocyer in private pres 
Tncrtc 
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there groweth by diſobedience of children, ſtubbornes 


of ſervants, vntractableneſle in th&,who, althovghthey - 
otherwile may rule, yet ſhould in conſideration of the 
imparitic of their ſex bee allo ſubie&t; whatſoever by 
ſtrite amongſt me combined in the fellowſhip of erca- 
ter {ocieties, by tyrannie of potentates, ambition otno- 
bles , rebellion of ſubiccts incivill ſtates; by hereſies, 
ſchiſmes, diviſions in the Church; naming pridewee 
namethe mother which brought them forth , andthe 
only nurſe that feederh them . Giue me the harts of all 
men humbled,and what 1s there thatcan overthrew or 
diſturbe the peaceof th: world? Vhercin many things 
are the cauſe of much evill,but pride of all. . 

To declaime of the ſwarmes of evils ifſuing' our of 
pride is ancaſic labour, Irather wiſh that I conld cx- 
a&tly preſcribe and perſivade effe&ually the remedies 
whereby a {oarc ſo grievous might bee cured, andthe 
meanes how the pride of ſwelling mindes mi ghr bera- 
kendowne, VWherevnto fo much we hane already gai- 
ned , thatthe evidence of thecauſe which breedeth it 
pointerh directly vnto the likelieſt and fitre(t helpes to 
rake it away: diſeales that come ot fulneſle, emprinefſe 
muſt remoue.Prideis not cured, but by abating the er- 
ror which cauſeth the minde to (well. Then ſceing that 
they {welby miſconceit of their own excellecy;for this 
cauſe al which tend to the beating down of their pride, 
whether it be advertiſemeEt from men,or tr6 God him. 
ſe!lfe chaſtiſment,it then maketh thE ceaſe to be prowd, 
when it cauſerh them to ſee theirerrourig overſcein 
the thing they were prowd of. Arthis marke /eb in hts 
2pologievnto his cloquenttrignds aimeth, For percei- 

| | | ving 


(15) 

ving how much they delighted to heare 'themſelues 
talke,as if they had given cheir poore afflicted familiar 
a ſchooling of marvelous deepe and roreinſtruction.as 
if they had taughthim morethen all the world beſides 
could acquaint him with, his anſwer was to this effec, 
Yeeſwell as though yee had conceaued ſome greater 
matter, bur as for thatwhich yee are delivered of who 
knowerh itnot? Is any man ignorant of theſethings? 
Attheſamematke the bleſled Apoſtle driveth; yee a» 
bound in all things, yee are rich, yeeraigne, and would 
to Chriſt we did A Ae” you.Bur boaſt not, For 
whathauc yec orare yee of your elues? To this marke 
all thoſe humble confeſhons are referred, which haue 
beene alwaics frequent in themouthes of Saints truely 
wading inthe triall of themfelues: as that of the Pio« 
phet,we are nothing but (oareneſſeand feſtered corruption, 
our verylight is darknefſe and our righteouſnes it felfe 
vnrightcouſnes;that of Gregory, Let no man ever put con- 
fdence in his owne deſerts, Soraet in conſpettu indicis quod 
fulget incon{petta operantis,ln the fight of that dreadful 

irisnoyſome;which in the.dooers iudgement 


maketh.a beautifull ſhew ;1hatof Anſelm adore thee, * 


I bleſſe thee Lord God of heaven and reatemer of the worlde 
with all the > power , o wars , and ſtrength of my heart and 
ſowte far thy goodneſſe ſoa vnmeaſurably extended. not in re- 
gardof my merits wherevnto only torments were due, but 
of thy meere vnprocuredbenignity.lt theſe fathers (Rould 
be raiſed againe-from the duſt and haue the bookes laid 
opendeforethem wherein ſuch ſentences are foundas 
chis,wyor kes vo other then the value Aeſert price, and worth 
of the ioyes of the kingdome of _m—_ 3 Heaven inrelution 
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| (16) 
fo our workes as the very lipend which the bired labourer 
covenanteth to haue of him whoſe workes he doth , a thing e- 
qually.and tuſtly an(wering vnto the time and warght of hu 
travailes rather then to a voluntarie or bountifull gift. It 


| fay tholereverend fore-rchearſed fathers whote books 


are {0 full of ſentences witneſſing their Chriſtian hu- 
militie ſhould be raiſed from the dead,and behold with 
their cies ſuch things written z would they notp ainely 
pronounce of the authors of ſuch writ, that they were 
fuller of Lucifer then of Chriſt, that they were proud- 
hearted men,and carried more ſwelling minds then fin- 
cerely and feelingly knowne Chriſtianitie can tolerate? 
But as vnruly children with whom wholſome admo- 
nition prevaileth little, are notwithſtanding brought to 
fearc that ever after which they haue once well ſmarted 
for-ſo the mind which falleth not with inſtruction,yer 
vnder the rod of divine chaſtiſement ceaſeth to fwell.It 
therefore the Prophet David mſtruſted by good cxpe- 
ricce haue acknowledged, Lord Twas even at thepoint 
oftcleaneforgetting my ſelfe, andfo ſtraying from my 
right mind:but thy rod hath beene my reformer,ithath 
beene good for me even as muchas my foule is worth 
that I hauc beene with ſorrow troubled: ifthe bleſſed 
Apoſtle did neede the corrofiue of ſharpe- and | birrer 
ſtrokes leaſt his heart ſhould fwell with too great abun- 
dance of heavenly revelations,ſurely vpon vs whatſoc- 
ver Godin this world doth , or ſhallmnflict, 1tcannor 
fſeeme more then our pride doth exact,not only by way 
of revenge, bur of remedy.So hardir isrocure a foreot 
ſuch qualitic as pride is, in as mvch as that which roos 
teth out other vices,caulcth rhis.and (which is _ a 
; Oue 


(17) 
boucall conceit)if we were cleane from all ſpot & ble- 
milh both of other faults and of pride , the fall of An- 
gels doth make it almoſt a queſtion whether we might 
not need apreſervatiue ſtil leaſt we ſhould happily wax 
proud that we are not proud, VVhat is virtue but a me- 
dicine,and vice but a wound 2 Yet wee haue ſo often 
deeply wounded our felues with medicines, that God 
hath beene faine to make wounds medicinable, to cure 
by vice where vertue hath ſtriken,to ſuffer the tuſt man 
to fall that being raiſed he may be taught what power ir 
was which vpheld him ſtanding, Iam not afraid to af- 
firme it boldly with S. Auguſtine, that men puffed vp 
through a proud opinion of their owne ſanctitic and 
holineſſe receaue a benefit at the hands of God and are 
aſſiſted with his grace, whe with his grace they are not 
aſſiſted bur permitred & that greevoully to tranſgreſle, 
whereb ey were in.over great hiking of themſclus 
ſupplanted, o thediſlike of that which did ſupplane 
them may eſtabliſh them afterwards the ſurer, aske the 


N, very ſoule of Peter, andir (hall vudoubredly make you 


it ſelfe this anſwer;my eger proteſtations made in the 

lorie of my ghoſtly ſtrength I am aſhamed of, bur 
thoſe chriſtall teares wherewith my ſinne and weaknes 
was bewailcd haue procured my endles joy, my ſtregrh 
hath becne my ruine,and my tall my ſtay. 
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